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Introduction

On October 23, 2017, Sarah Haugh of Tetra Tech performed a construction, restoration, and partial in-
service inspection of the Algonquin Gas Transmission, L.L.C. (Algonquin) and Maritimes & Northeast 
Pipeline, L.L.C. (Maritimes) (known together as Algonquin) Atlantic Bridge Project (Atlantic Bridge
or Project), under contract to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC or Commission) and 
per the request of the FERC Project Manager, Magdalene Suter.

The Project consists of the construction and operation, in multiple phases, of a total of approximately 
6.3 miles of 42-in-diameter pipeline in New York and Connecticut; as well as new and additional 
compression and other appurtenant facilities in New York, Connecticut, and Massachusetts.  More 
specifically, the Project includes the following new facilities:

 an approximately 4.0-mile-long, 42-inch-diameter pipeline in Westchester County, New York 
that will replace certain segments of existing 26-inch-diameter pipeline (Stony Point Discharge 
Take-up and Relay);

 an approximately 2.3-mile-long, 42-inch-diameter pipeline in Fairfield County, Connecticut 
that will replace certain segments of existing 26-inch-diameter pipeline (Southeast Discharge 
Take-up and Relay);
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 one new 7,700-horsepower (hp) natural gas-fired compressor station (CS) in Norfolk County, 
Massachusetts (Weymouth CS); and

 a new meter and regulating (M&R) station in New London County, Connecticut (Salem Pike 
M&R Station).

In addition, the Project includes the following modifications:

 uprating of an existing compressor unit at the Stony Point CS in Rockland County, New York 
by removing a software control to utilize an additional 3,300 hp of compression;

 installation of a new 7,700-hp natural gas-fired compressor unit and gas cooling unit at the 
existing Oxford CS in New Haven County, Connecticut;

 installation of a new 6,300-hp natural gas-fired compressor unit, replacement of two existing 
compressor units (6,950 hp and 7,700 hp) with two new 7,700-hp compressor units, and 
installation of new gas cooling at the existing Chaplin CS in Windham County, Connecticut;

 construction and modifications to several M&R stations, regulator stations, and other 
aboveground facilities; and

 modifications to an existing Maritimes M&R station at the Westbrook Compressor Station site
in Cumberland County, Maine.

The Project will enable Algonquin to provide an additional 132,705 dekatherms per day (Dth/d) of 
firm transportation service from Algonquin’s existing receipt points at Mahwah, New Jersey and 
Ramapo, New York to various new and existing delivery points along Algonquin’s pipeline system, 
including its interconnection with Maritimes at Beverly, Massachusetts.  The Project will also enable 
Maritimes to provide 106,276 Dth/d of firm transportation service from Beverly to various existing 
delivery points on the Maritimes pipeline system.

The anticipated in-service date for the Southeast Discharge Take-up and Relay is November 1, 2017.

The purpose of the inspection was to determine Algonquin’s compliance with the environmental 
conditions of the Commission’s January 25, 2017 Order Issuing Certificate and Authorizing 
Abandonment for the Project and to inspect the construction and restoration conditions of the Project 
facilities and right-of-way (ROW).

The findings of the inspection were that no instances of noncompliance or problem areas were 
identified.

A site map and a photographic record are presented in this report.

Inspection

On October 23, 2017, weather conditions were partially overcast with temperatures ranging from the 
mid-40s (°F) to the mid-70s (°F) in the Project Area.  A total of approximately 0.5 inch of precipitation
was recorded during the two weeks preceding the inspection.  Soil conditions were dry.

This inspection focused on the construction, restoration, and environmental conditions along the 
Southeast Discharge Take-up and Relay (Photo Numbers [Nos.] 1 to 10).  

Activities along the Southeast Discharge Take-up and Relay ROW included ongoing construction of 
two pig launcher/receivers1, backfilling, final cleanup, and ongoing restoration.  Overall, construction 

                                                
1 A “pig” is a tool that moves through the pipeline, and is used for cleaning, internal inspections, or other purposes. A 
launcher/receiver is an aboveground structure used to install/retrieve pigs from the pipeline.
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and restoration were progressing acceptably and no environmental concerns were observed.  
Algonquin stated that hydrostatic testing was complete, and the pipeline was mechanically complete, 
except for final tie-ins; and approximately 70 percent of the ROW was restored.  In addition, 
Algonquin reported that the three compressor stations (the Weymouth, Oxford, and Chaplin CSs) were 
mechanically complete.  Paving of the station roads was scheduled for the week of November 1, 2017, 
and final restoration and seeding were expected to be completed shortly.

Crews were actively working on the pig launcher/receiver facilities at the Project kick-off and terminus 
(Photo Nos. 1 and 10).  Remaining work at the sites included completing final tie-ins, removing 
ancillary buildings at the facility at kick-off, backfilling, cleanup, fence installation, and final 
restoration.  At the Danbury M&R Station, Algonquin reported that the tie-in was complete and 
remaining work included final pipe installation tasks, backfilling, fence installation, and final 
restoration (Photo No. 6).  That work was expected to be completed by the end of the week.  No 
environmental concerns were observed at any of the aboveground facilities.

The majority of residential ROW crossings were restored, and vegetation was proceeding satisfactorily 
(Photo No. 2).  Restoration between Station Number (Sta. No.) 61+00 to Sta. No. 100+00 was 
complete and revegetation was becoming established (Photo Nos. 7 and 8).  Slope breakers were 
installed and erosion control devices (ECDs) were properly installed and maintained, where 
appropriate.  Residential Restoration was still ongoing near Sta. No. 25+00 (Photo No. 3).  Restoration 
was completed satisfactorily at the Padanaram Brook and Padanaram Road horizontal auger bore road 
crossings (Photo Nos. 4 and 5).  The stream banks were restored and stable; and the parking lots, 
where the bored crossing entry and exit sites were located, were repaved.  Algonquin reported that a 
few punch list items remained at this crossing, including the installation or repair of a sign, curb, and 
parking lot island.

A crew was finishing an anomaly dig near the Wetland C15-SL-4-W/Waterbody C-14-SL-4-S1 
crossing (Photo No. 9).  Algonquin reported that the anomaly was determined to be a rock underlying 
the pipe.  The repair was complete and the excavation was being backfilled, at the time of the 
inspection.  Both the wetland and stream were currently dry (the groundwater level was still returning 
to normal after the removal of the well-point system, according to Algonquin).  Temporary ECDs were 
properly installed around or within the wetland, and no environmental concerns were observed.

Conclusions and Recommendations

A follow-up letter is not required at this time, because no instances of noncompliance were observed.  
Overall, environmental conditions were acceptable, and construction and restoration were proceeding 
satisfactorily.  As described in this report, some construction and restoration activities remain to be 
completed before the Southeast Discharge Take-up and Relay can be placed in-service.  Algonquin 
expected that the remaining construction activities will be completed within the next week, prior to the 
anticipated November 1, 2017 in-service date.  Another inspection is tentatively scheduled for the 
spring of 2018.
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SITE MAP
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FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION
PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD

Company:  Algonquin Gas Transmission, L.L.C and Maritimes 
& Northeast Pipeline, L.L.C.

Docket No.:  CP16-9-000

Project:  Atlantic Bridge Spread: Southeast Discharge Take-up and Relay

Photo No.:  1

MP/Sta. No.:  0.00

Direction:  Northeast

Assessment:  Acceptable

Comments:  Open ROW, Southeast 
Discharge Take-up and Relay, Pig 
Launcher/Receiver.  A crew was 
working on the pig launcher/receiver 
at the Project kick-off.  Algonquin 
stated that remaining construction at 
the facility included completing the 
tie-in, removing the ancillary 
buildings, clean-up, and restoration.  
No environmental concerns were 
observed.

Photo No.:  2

MP/Sta. No.:  7+75

Direction:  West

Assessment:  Acceptable

Comments:  Residential ROW,
Southeast Discharge Take-up and 
Relay.  Lawn restoration was 
complete and revegetation was 
acceptable.  Algonquin stated that the 
lawn pictured in the foreground was 
restored by the landowner, at their 
request.
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FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION
PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD

Company:  Algonquin Gas Transmission, L.L.C and Maritimes 
& Northeast Pipeline, L.L.C.

Docket No.:  CP16-9-000

Project:  Atlantic Bridge Spread: Southeast Discharge Take-up and Relay

Photo No.:  3

MP/Sta. No.:  25+00

Direction:  West

Assessment:  Acceptable

Comments:  Residential ROW, 
Southeast Discharge Take-up and 
Relay.  Restoration along another 
residential road was ongoing.  Crews 
were actively working from east to 
west.  As restoration was completed,
ECDs were being installed as needed.  
No environmental issues were 
observed.

Photo No.:  4

MP/Sta. No.:  25+50

Direction:  East

Assessment:  Acceptable

Comments:  Open and Commercial 
ROW, Southeast Discharge Take-up 
and Relay, Waterbody C14-SL-1-S1
(Padanaram Brook).  The Padanaram 
Brook crossing was installed and 
restored.  Boulders returned to the 
banks, and the adjacent parking lot 
where Padanaram Road horizontal 
auger bore exit pit had been located 
was successfully restored.  The slope 
above the stream was seeded, and 
slope breakers and drains were 
installed.  Vegetation was 
establishing along the majority of the 
slope; while the upper portion was 
recently seeded.  No environmental 
concerns were observed.
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FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION
PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD

Company:  Algonquin Gas Transmission, L.L.C and Maritimes 
& Northeast Pipeline, L.L.C.

Docket No.:  CP16-9-000

Project:  Atlantic Bridge Spread: Southeast Discharge Take-up and Relay

Photo No.:  5

MP/Sta. No.:  29+75

Direction:  Northeast

Assessment:  Acceptable

Comments:  Commercial ROW, 
Southeast Discharge Take-up and 
Relay, Padanaram Road Horizontal 
Auger Bore Entry Site.  Most of the 
restoration work at the commercial 
parking lot, where the Padanaram 
Road bored crossing entry pit was 
located, was complete.  A few punch 
list items remained, such as 
installation or repair of a sign, 
curbing, and a parking lot island.

Photo No.:  6

MP/Sta. No.:  ~51+00

Direction:  Southwest

Assessment:  Acceptable

Comments:  Commercial ROW, 
Southeast Discharge Take-up and 
Relay, Danbury M&R Station.  The 
tie-in at the M&R station was 
complete.  Some final pipe 
installation tasks remained; along 
with backfilling, fence installation,
and site restoration.  Algonquin 
expected the remaining work to be 
completed by the end of the week.

20171212-3019 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 12/12/2017



FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION
PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD

Company:  Algonquin Gas Transmission, L.L.C and Maritimes 
& Northeast Pipeline, L.L.C.

Docket No.:  CP16-9-000

Project:  Atlantic Bridge Spread: Southeast Discharge Take-up and Relay

Photo No.:  7

MP/Sta. No.:  77+00

Direction:  East

Assessment:  Acceptable

Comments:  Open ROW, Southeast 
Discharge Take-up and Relay.  
Restoration was complete between 
Sta. No. 61+00 to Sta. No. 100+00, 
including this portion of the ROW.  
Vegetation was becoming 
established.  No environmental 
concerns were observed.

Photo No.:  8

MP/Sta. No.:  93+00

Direction:  East

Assessment:  Acceptable

Comments:  Open ROW, Southeast 
Discharge Take-up and Relay.  
Restoration was complete, and 
revegetation was successful.  
Permanent slope breakers were 
installed, and some temporary ECDs 
were still maintained. Revegetation 
was establishing.
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FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION
PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD

Company:  Algonquin Gas Transmission, L.L.C and Maritimes 
& Northeast Pipeline, L.L.C.

Docket No.:  CP16-9-000

Project:  Atlantic Bridge Spread: Southeast Discharge Take-up and Relay

Photo No.:  9

MP/Sta. No.:  108+25

Direction:  West

Assessment:  Acceptable

Comments:  Open ROW, Southeast 
Discharge Take-up and Relay, 
Wetland C15-SL-4-W, Waterbody C-
14-SL-4-S1.  Algonquin stated that 
the crew was finishing an anomaly 
dig at the wetland and stream 
crossing.  The repair was complete 
and the excavation was being 
backfilled.  The anomaly was
determined to be a rock underlying 
the pipe.  Both the wetland and 
stream were currently dry (the 
groundwater level was still returning 
to normal after the removal of the 
well-point system).  Temporary 
ECDs were properly installed, and no
environmental concerns were 
observed.

Photo No.:  10

MP/Sta. No.:  120+00

Direction:  East

Assessment:  Acceptable

Comments:  Open ROW, Southeast 
Discharge Take-Up and Relay ROW, 
Wetland B-14SL-5-W.  Crews were 
working on the 30-inch-diameter 
pipeline tie-in to the pig 
launcher/receiver.  Silt fence and 
equipment mats were installed as 
needed around or within the wetland 
crossing.  No environmental 
concerns were observed.
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