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SUBJECT: Public Involvement Plan Comments - RTN 4-0026230/4-0026243 

Dear Ms. Race, 

On November 13, 2017 TRC Environmental Corporation held a Public Involvement Plan 
(PIP) meeting, on behalf of Algonquin Gas Transmission, at Abigail Adams School in 
Weymouth. The PIP meeting was held pursuant to the Massachusetts Contingency Plan (MCP) 
and solicited public input in regards to the clean-up process for Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection (MA DEP) Release Tracking Number (RTN) 4-0026230/4-0026243 
located at 6 and 50 Bridge Street in Weymouth. As a result of this PIP meeting and review of the 
Draft PIP, dated 11/13/2017, on behalf of the Town, we would like to make the following 
comments in regards to the Draft PIP and site clean-up process. 

I. The information repository for the Weymouth Compressor Station Site is defined 
as the North Branch Library located at 220 North Street. This location does not 
adequately provide the public to easy access to the Site's clean-up documents due 
to limited operating hours of this branch and its location. The Town recommends 
that Tufts Library located at 46 Broad Street and the Health Department located 
at Town Hall, 75 Middle Street, become information repositories too. 

In addition, based on the fact residents representing Weymouth, Quincy, 
Braintree, and Hingham petitioned to have the Site designated as a PIP site, 
information repositories should be added in their communities. I recommend the 
Thomas Crane Public Library in Quincy, the Thayer Public Library in Braintree, 
and the Hingham Public Library, the so-called Central Library, in Hingham, be 
added as repositories too. 

Given the technological age we live in, all residents should be able to assess 
digitally this information without having to physically go to only a few select 
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places to review the information. An easy to use, single, dedicated website 
should exist with all the relevant filings, reports, and studies for residents to 
review at any time from any place. The DEP 21E website once had this 
information somewhat readily available, but recent changes to the statewide 
www.mass.!!ov has made accessing this information much more difficult. 

If the applicant is not prepared to host this user-friendly website, then the Town 
will if provided PDF copies of all the relevant 2 IE files for 6 and 50 Bridge 
Street, including all filings for every release tracking number on that site. I would 
ask that either the applicant or DEP provide the Town with a copy of these files, 
ifthe applicant is unwilling to create this website as part of the PIP. 

II. The Town is concerned that the nature and extent of the on-site contamination is 
not truly known due to insufficient evaluation of contamination associated with 
coal ash. The MCP exempts coal ash fill from MCP notification requirements 
and it allows elevated metals concentrations in coal ash fill to be classified as 
background conditions in some circumstances. However, if coal ash fill is not 
handled properly it could have negative health consequences to area residents, 
site workers, and the general public. Moreover, the coal ash fill present at 6 and 
50 Bridge Street does not appear to qualify as "Historic Fill" under the MCP, and 
thus must be addressed in the current MCP response action, as discussed in the 
next section. It may also be subject to EPA regulatory requirements. 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulates Coal Combustion 
Residuals (CCR) and their placement within fill. See: 40 CFR Parts 257 and 261; 
Federal Register Vol. 25, No. 118 (June 21, 2010) (Proposed Rule); Federal 
Register Vol. 80, No. 74, p. 21302 (April 17, 2015) (Final Rule). Based upon risk 
assessments by the EPA, they have found that mismanaged CCRs present 
elevated cancer risks for: humans exposed via groundwater-to-drinking water 
pathway that may occur centuries later; for humans exposed to fugitive dust 
especially due to the inhalation of chromium; for humans exposed to 
groundwater-to-surface-water, for example via fish consumption pathway, as 
well as others. In addition, the EPA also recognizes that risks of CCR may be 
heightened due to the mechanical compaction of CCRs, the assumption that all 
CCRs are above the water table, and that surface conditions over time may 
change. 

CCR within fill has the ability to affect the ecosystem, as well. The EPA finds 
that species directly exposed to CCR have elevated risks due to the selenium, 
silver, nickel, chromium, arsenic, cadmium, barium, lead, and mercury found 
within it. In addition, scientific literature has shown other risks such as; elevated 
selenium levels in migratory birds, fish kills, amphibian deformities, snake 
metabolic effects, plant toxicity, fish deformities, inhibited fish reproductive 
capacity, and risks to mammals that uptake these flora and fauna. 
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Therefore, I recommend that the nature and extent of CCR at 6 and 50 Bridge 
Street in Weymouth be fully and completely investigated, including further 
sampling of metals throughout the site. Following this investigation, appropriate 
steps to comply with MA DEP and EPA regulations should be identified before 
any construction is carried out at the site. Failure to perform the sampling will 
endanger the public's health and the environment. 

III. The Town is concerned that the lack of proper scope may create potential routes 
of exposure that are not being adequately identified at this location. As 
previously stated, CCRs in the soil may cause many elevated risks to public 
health and the environment. However, RTN 4-0026230/4-0026243 does not 
define metals in soil or groundwater as a concern to public health or the 
environment. I believe a comprehensive site evaluation for elevated levels of 
metals must occur if the public's health is truly going to be protected. 

While the MCP excludes contamination associated with coal ash from the MCP 
notification requirements, coal ash is not exempt from regulation under M G.L. 

Chapter 21E and the MCP. Contaminants associated with "Historic Fill" 
including coal ash may be considered "Anthropogenic Background" and 
excluded from MCP risk assessments. However, material may be considered 
Historic Fill only if it "does not contain oil or hazardous materials originating 
from operations or activities at the location of emplacement." 310 CMR 
40.0006. 

The 1997 RAO Statement for RTN 3-2387 submitted to MA DEP by Boston 
Edison Company (available at 
htl p ://eeaonline.eea. state.ma.us/EENFile Viewer/Rtn.aspx?rtff-=4-30023 8 7 ), 
which addresses contamination at the location of the currently proposed 

compressor station, describes the site as part of the Boston Edison Company 
Edgar Station property (seep. 1-1 and Figure 2). The report states (at p. 3-4), 
"Solid waste (i.e., coal ash and slag from the boilers) was reused throughout the 
Edgar Station property as fill material." Thus, the coal ash present at the Site 
does not qualify as Historic Fill, and contamination associated with it, such as 
elevated levels of arsenic, must be addressed in the risk assessment and response 
actions for RTN 4-0026230/4-0026243. 

IV. Lastly, as you are aware the Site is being proposed as the location for a natural 
gas compressor station by Algonquin Gas Transmission, LLC. Therefore, failure 
to adequately address the CCR and other contamination at the Site poses 
significant risks. 

a. Exposed CCR fill and fugitive CCR fill dusts, with elevated levels of 
metals within them, will negatively affect human health and the 
environment due to the construction of this project. Inevitably CCR fill 
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will be exposed, moved around the site, and be mechanically compacted 
creating elevated health risks. Similarly, the pool of weathered No. 2 fuel 
oil that triggered the release notification requirements for RTN 4-
0026230/4-0026243 will be affected - and possibly mobilized - by the 
proposed construction. 

b. The proposed Natural Gas Compressor Station may be located on a CCR 
landfill. Coal and petroleum products are highly flammable in nature, as 
is Natural Gas. It makes no logical sense to propose a highly flammable 
natural gas distribution center on a substrate that may have flammable 
properties itself. 

c. Under the MCP, construction at a disposal site that has not achieved 
Permanent Solution status may be carried out only under one of the 
categories ofMCP response actions. See MA DEP Policy #WSC-00-425 
(January 2000). Also, future use of a disposal site must be addressed in 
MCP risk assessments. The IRA and Phase I reports submitted to date for 
RTN 4-0026230/4-0026243 contain no mention of the massive 
construction project contemplated at the site. This glaring omission must 
be addressed. 

In conclusion, Algonquin Gas Transmission LLC, TRC Environmental, and the MA DEP 
must better inform the public and better define the composition of soils and groundwater around 
the site to protect public health and the environment. Informational repository sites must be 
expanded to the minimum of the ones suggested, herein. In addition, the current RTN 4-
0026230/4-0026243 does not adequately sample for constituents of concerns at the site and a full 
boring program for the presence of metals such as, Antimony, Arsenic, Barium, Beryllium, 
Cadmium, Chromium, Lead, Mercury, Nickel, Selenium, Silver, and Thallium must be 
conducted. Failure to do so may create elevated cancer risks, as found by the EPA's risk 
assessments of CCR Landfills. (See the discussion in EPA' s Proposed Rule in the June 21, 2010 
Federal Register, Volume 75, Number 118.) 

cc: 

Sincerely~~ 

Robe~Hedlund 
Mayor 


