
Air Quality 
in and around the Fore River Basin

24-hour testing at three sites near the Basin showed high levels of pollutants.

Some conclusions based on analysis of the data: 

1. Air quality in Braintree and Weymouth already violates the benzene guideline, even before 

the compressor station is built. This includes a sample collected at the proposed site itself. 

2. Three of four tests had concentrations of xylenes and toluene that were higher than the 

maximum reading at MassDEP testing sites in Boston and Lynn (113 times more toluene in 

North Weymouth than in Boston). 

3. In the small sample, 75% of testing days had benzene violations and 50% were higher than 

the maximum reading in Boston. 

4. Three of the HAPs that are in violation of the MassDEP TEL guideline would also be released 

by Spectra's compressor station and make these violations worse: Benzene, xylenes, & toluene.

Results Compared to Boston 

Analysis of the data was completed by Environmental Analytical Service, Inc., a certified lab in California.

Some of the toxins were 

measured at levels nearly 2x 

to more than 57x the 

MassDEP 24-hour guideline.

Fold Violations 

For more info, visit: NoCompressor.com 



Analysis of the data was completed by Environmental Analytical Service, Inc., a certified lab in California.

For more info, visit: NoCompressor.com 

Benzene 
A volatile organic compound 
(VOC), found in gasoline, oil, 
and natural gas, as well as 
exhaust from burning these 

fuels, was measured at levels 
that violate MassDEP 24-hour 

guidelines at three sites.

Toluene 
   Naturally occurring in crude oil and 

is a byproduct in the process of 
making gasoline and other fuels. Also 

often used in the making of paints, 
nylon, plastics, and more. Can cause 

headaches, dizziness, 
unconsciousness, and more. It was 
measured at levels more than 5 

times the MassDEP 24-hour 
guideline, at the Evans street 

location. 

Total Xylenes 
They are petrochemicals and 
are often found in crude oil. 

They have the potential to cause 
damage to the central nervous 
system, liver, and kidneys.They 

were measured at 
levels nearly 2 times the 

MassDEP 24-hour guidelines, 
at the Evans street location. 


