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     The Intervenor Group to Protect the Environment opposes the motion to lift the stay and 
moves to request the continuation of the Wetlands Stay Order of April 7, 2017 for the following 
reasons: a final judgement has not entered in the Federal District court action; the air permit for 
the project has not been issued and the Coastal Zone Management consistency review has not 
been issued.  
 
In his letter of July 14, 2017 to Weymouth Mayor Robert Hedlund, Governor Baker has directed 
the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection to conduct a joint study with the 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health to prepare a public health assessment of the 
Algonquin project (See attachment 1). This includes documenting current background air levels 
in the Fore River Basin. Governor Baker has also directed the Secretary of Public Safety and the 
Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs to facilitate community concerns with the 
Department of Transportation’s Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
(PHMSA). Governor Baker has also directed the Commonwealth’s Office of Coastal Zone 
Management (CZM) to review the flooding and inundation risks as well as potential effects of 
future sea level rise at the proposed project site.  
 
I also bring to your attention a letter from Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, Massachusetts 
Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs to Senator Patrick M. O’Connor of 
Weymouth on December 1, 2017 (See Attachment 2).  He verifies and corroborates with 
Governor Baker that the HIA (Health Impact Assessment) of the Fore River area will be 
completed prior to the issuance of any air permits by MassDEP. Secretary Beaton notes that the 
time frame should take 10-12 months to complete. Completion then would be no sooner than 
October 1, 2018 
 
In light of the directives of the Governor which have not yet been completed, it is premature to 
lift the stay. The Intervenor Group to Protect the Environment requests the stay be continued 



until a final judgement is entered in the Federal District court action, the MADEP issues the air 
permit, the comprehensive public health assessment is completed as well as Governor Baker’s 
Climate Resilience Review.  
 
 I ask that these directives from our state's Executive Office be given serious and appropriate 
consideration as the explicit intent of these directives is to protect the environment and the 
citizens who live here. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
Margaret Bellafiore 
Representative of the Intervenor Group to Protect the Environment 
 
 


