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cc - FYI

The Rev. Betsy J. Sowers

48 Sandtrap Cr.

So. Weymouth, MA 02190

 

Ms. Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

888 First Street, NE

Washington, DC 20426

March 19, 2020

Re: Algonquin Gas Transmission, LLC, Docket No. CP16-9-000, Public Health initiated Shut
Down of construction

Dear Secretary Bose,

The continued construction the Atlantic Bridge compressor station in Weymouth, MA poses a
public health threat during the current pandemic. Construction workers, by the very nature of the
work, cannot practice social distancing. Local community members visit and photograph the site
daily, and have documented over 30 workers at a time in close quarters, not maintaining six feet
between them, nor wearing protective gear.

 

Washing of hands is one of the best practices for curbing transmission of this virus according to
the CDC, yet soap and water are unavailable to the workers at the site. Yesterday, one of our site
monitors took video of a worker emerging from a porta-potty, stopping to finish relieving himself
on the ground, and returning directly to work in close proximity to others. Now that restaurants
may only provide take-out meals, workers picking them up endanger food preparers. They eat at
the site, again, with no chance to use soap and water, endangering each other and the community.
Many workers are from out of state and have been traveling back and forth between states since
December. Slowing of this type of movement is critical.
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Although public health is not the purview of FERC, safety is your responsibility. FERC must stop
construction on the Weymouth, MA project, and on all pipeline construction projects across the
nation.

We demand that FERC take responsibility for the safety of the workers and the citizens and
suspend construction in Weymouth and across the country at this time of national crisis. Not to
do so would be a moral failing, threatening the lives of countless Americans. We ask FERC to
reach out to the CDC and OSHA for guidance and to take the lives of all Americans seriously.

 

Respectfully submitted,

Betsy J. Sowers

cc:

Caroline Wozniak,  FERC Corona Virus Liaison

Loren Sweatt, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of Labor for Occupational Safety and Health
John Dreyzehner, MD, Director of Emergency Preparedness and Response for Disease Control

and Prevention

Robert R. Redfield, MD, Director Center for Disease Control and Prevention

Governor Charlie Baker

Senator Patrick O’Connor

Representative James Murphy

Mayor Robert Hedlund, Town of Weymouth
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