
TAKE ACTION:  
SEND AN EMAIL TO COMMISSIONER SUUBERG OF MASSDEP 

February 2019 
 

The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) is tasked with the 
responsibility of protecting our land, air, and water by working with state, local, and resident 
partners. Unfortunately, MassDEP seems to have taken a major detour from their important 
mission. Please send an email to Commissioner Martin Suuberg to express your concerns 
about MassDEP’s divergence from their mission statement. See below for some suggested 
talking points. 
 
E-mail: Martin.Suuberg@mass.gov 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Talking Points:  
 

Note: When writing to the Commissioner, we encourage you to keep things on an up note while 
also expressing your disappointment. Our goal is create an open dialogue about MassDEP’s 

actions and how can we work together to protect the environment moving forward.  
 

 
● MassDEP states that they ensure clean air, land and water, and that they enforce laws 

to protect these resources (https://www.mass.gov/orgs/massachusetts-department-of- 
environmental-protection). I want to believe in the mission of MassDEP but lately they 
have not given me a reason to trust them. MassDEP recently participated in the 
completion of a Health Impact Assessment (HIA) of the Fore River Basin in response to 
a mandate from the Governor. This mandate was spurred by public opposition to a 
company’s (Enbridge) proposal to build a fracked-gas compressor station in Weymouth, 
MA. The HIA, which was conducted by the Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC), 
was completed in a rushed manner, with a limited budget and was not a comprehensive 
assessment of the health impacts in the area. Despite all of this, MassDEP granted 
conditional approval of Enbridge’s air quality permit. I find this very concerning. 

 
● Data in the HIA showed existing levels of formaldehyde, acrolein and benzene that were 

above the Massachusetts DEP Allowable Ambient Limit in Weymouth, Quincy and 
Braintree. Levels of formaldehyde in Weymouth were also periodically above the 
Massachusetts DEP Threshold Effects Exposure Limit. Data collected by your agency 
showed high levels of hazardous pollutants and yet, your agency approved an air quality 
permit for Enbridge. Why does MassDEP set guidelines if they do not follow them? The 
HIA can be accessed here: http://foreriverhia.com/documents/ 

mailto:Martin.Suuberg@mass.gov
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/massachusetts-department-of-
https://www.mass.gov/orgs/massachusetts-department-of-
http://foreriverhia.com/documents/


 
● The HIA is flawed for many reasons, one of those reasons being that air quality testing 

was very limited in time. Documents obtained by Desmogblog indicate that MassDEP 
signed a contract with a lab in February 2018, which suggests that MassDEP may have 
had an opportunity to do testing in the winter. Why didn’t MassDEP begin testing before 
July 2018? 
https://www.desmogblog.com/2019/02/13/enbridge-massachusetts-climate-denier-alec-
weymouth-compressor-gas?fbclid=IwAR1Rj3ypUF5np9p5wtp8up6vEw-YQIGBCRyx_VJ
Ic2jNjfkMlyuuRqGchWk 

 
● Over 90 municipal boards of health from across the state have submitted letters to 

Governor Baker asking for health impact assessments on any new fracked-gas 
infrastructure project proposals in the state. Members of Mothers Out Front delivered 
copies of these letters to your agency on February 7, 2019; have you had a chance to 
read them?  

 
● The HIA identified elevated rates of lung disease, heart disease and cancer in the Fore 

River Basin. Were these rates taken into serious consideration when MassDEP reviewed 
Enbridge’s air quality permit? 

 
● The proposed compressor station would be located next to two Environmental Justice 

communities: Germantown and Quincy Point. These communities, which have been 
shown to experience heightened levels of health conditions, require stronger safeguards 
to their health. Will MassDEP work to safeguard these populations by limiting air 
pollution in the Basin? Pollution from the compressor station will have a significant 
impact on air quality. 

 
● The Greater Boston Physicians for Social Responsibility (GBPSR) released a report on 

February 7, 2019, detailing their concerns about existing health conditions in the Fore 
River Basin and the conclusions that MAPC came to in the HIA. I encourage you to read 
this report if you have not had a chance to -- you can access it here: 
https://gbpsr.org/2019/02/07/new-gbpsr-report-details-health-risks-of-proposed-compres
sor-station/ 

 
● I find it worrisome that MassDEP works more closely with project proponents, such as 

Enbridge, than they do with members of the community. Emails obtained from the 
Freedom of Information Act show that Gary Moran (MassDEP) communicated with an 
Enbridge lobbyist about the issuance of Enbridge’s air quality permit, a year and a half 
before it was approved. I do not understand why DEP officials would be communicating 
in this capacity with lobbyists for the project proponents. This seems like a complete 
divergence from MassDEP’s mission and has led me to lose faith in an agency that was 
created to protect the environment, not polluters. If this is standard operating procedure 
at the DEP, it leads to ethical questions in the public’s eye.  
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● I am concerned that air pollution guidelines under MassDEP are outdated. Do they take 
into account the current state of the climate and the goals set by the global warming 
solutions act? Do they consider current cumulative levels of pollution?  Do they consider 
Environmental Justice policy? 
 

● Under the heading “Who We Serve”, the DEP website states the following: “We work 
with federal, state, local and citizen partners for a cleaner environment.” I have not seen 
this displayed throughout the permit reviewal process for Enbridge. As a citizen and 
someone who does not want to see more environmental degradation in my community, I 
am relying on the MassDEP to protect our environment. I would welcome more dialogue 
and participation with citizen partners so that we can work together for a cleaner 
environment.  
 

● How can we, as citizens, help MassDEP to improve the image and actions of the moving 
forward? 
 

● Have you had a chance to visit the proposed compressor station site in North 
Weymouth? I encourage you to do so if you have not. It will become immediately 
apparent to you just how close the proposed compressor station would be to homes, 
schools, and the newly constructed Fore River bridge. If you would like to visit the site, 
folks from the community would be happy to give you a tour. You can reach out to 
FRRACS for more info: nocompressor@gmail.com. 

 
When closing your email, we ask that you to thank the Commissioner for looking into this 
situation.  
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